
N U E S T R A  V O Z  
C O N F E R E N C E  
J U N E  1 7 ,  2 0 1 7  

F INAL  REPORT 



CONTENTS 
2 

Welcome      3 

Summary Stats     4 

Media      5 

Website + Social Media   6 

Survey      7 

Comments      8 

Partners      9 

Sponsors      11 

Attendees      13 

Workshops     15 

 



3 

� � 〈 #AMPLIFYLATINX 

DEAR SUPPORTERS
On Saturday, June 17, 2017, the Latina Circle, in collaboration with the Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy at UMass Boston, hosted the first-
ever Nuestra Voz Conference to train and advance the next generation of Latino leaders at the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the U.S. Senate. The 
conference convened over 250 leaders and more than 70 partner organizations, and served as the launch of the new Amplify Latinx Initiative. 
  
The political ground is shifting under the Latino community across the country and right here in Massachusetts. Latinos are an integral part of 
communities across the Commonwealth and a crucial part of the success of the Massachusetts economy. Yet, this key demographic is woefully under-
represented in the halls of power and has often been shy about using its voice to step up and lead. Faced with uncertain times in our nation, now is a 
critical time for Latinos to increase their civic participation and representation across all sectors, including in politics. There is a calling and 
opportunity for our engagement, and that’s why the Amplify Latinx initiative was born. 
  
Together with our co-host at the Center for Woman in Politics and Public Policy at UMass Boston, Amplify Latinx hosted action-oriented training 
sessions around political leadership, advocacy and positioning oneself for government boards and commissions. We welcomed more than 70 
community partners committed to the mission of truly amplifying the voice of the Latino community on every level. Our sponsors and partners 
understand that by coming together to help develop more Latino leaders, every community is strengthened and our economic conditions are 
improved in direct and tangible ways. Morning speakers included local Latino elected officials who served as ‘Firestarters’ with their inspirational 
stories; and a keynote address by Maria Hinojosa, host and executive producer of NPR’s Latino USA. Afternoon events at UMass Boston included 
leadership workshops and a fireside chat moderated by MA Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz with former U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz and Rhode Island 
Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea. 
  
Amplify Latinx will continue its work through a series of collaborative convenings that will include four summer workshops and a Fall “Unconference” 
aimed at empowering our community leaders and building sustainable coalitions. 
  
We’re looking forward to building our partnerships with all of our sponsors and partners. We stand ready to support the next generation of Latino 
leaders and to advance powerful solutions for increasing civic engagement and representation in this community that can no longer be overlooked. 
Adelante! 
  
Betty Francisco and Eneida Roman 
Co-Founders, Latina Circle 



4 

SUMMARY STATS

1
day

14
sponsors

70
partners

5
Media

partners

30
speakers

3
Concurrent 
workshops

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS
•  Creating the Momentum for Change: Learning Advocacy and Accountability with Lessons Learned from the 

Front-Lines: 90 Attendees 
•  Elected Leadership: Demystifying the Process of Running for Office and Supporting Candidates: 55 Attendees 
•  Taking A Seat at the Table: How to position yourself for appointed positions in government and why it 

matters: 60 Attendees 

270
attendees
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Nuestra Voz conference to 
amplify Latinx voices across 
Massachusetts Latina Circle 

aims to up business and 
political representation 
Jule Pattison-Gordon | 

5/17/2017 

Report: Latinos make up the fastest-
growing share of Boston’s economy 

Don Seiffert | 6/7/2017 

Latino Empowerment is 
Good for the Whole 

Ecosystem 
Shelagh Braley | 6/16/2017 

Latina Circle to Hold 
 Conference June 17 

Chris Lovett | 6/7/2017 

Latina Circle: 
Beyond 

Networking 
6/13/2017 

Provided Fireside Chat set 
1 Out of Every  5 Bostonians is Latino 

Buscan incrementar representación 
hispana en la poliítica 

Dos mujeres han lanzado la iniciativa 
para poner su granito de arena. 

Grace Gomez | 6/16/2017 

The Latina Circle 
Byron Barnett | 05-28-17 

VIDEOS 

PHOTOS 
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WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEBOOK 
/LatinaCircle 
592 followers 

� 

� TWITTER 
@AmplifyLatinx  
75 followers  

#AMPLIFYLATINXwww.amplifylatinx.com

193 Mentions 



SURVEY

Net Promoter Score: 66 
 
Commitments: 
66% interested in Advocacy 
44% interested in Volunteering on a non-profit board 

We received 41 responses to the 
online survey. The survey 
responses are available online at 
Survey Monkey.

#AMPLIFYLATINX 
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#AMPLIFYLATINX 

The conference energy was super positive, 
welcoming, and uplifting. I really enjoyed 
having a space to network with both familiar 
and new faces alike. I loved that there were 
so many young people in attendance. I also 
appreciated the action items organizers 
tasked us with undertaking moving forward. I 
really look forward to seeing this conference 
grow. I do hope that in the coming years it'll 
include Black and Asian community 
partnerships since we're so much stronger 
unified. 
  
 

The shared experiences, 
complexes, and emotions 
among Latinos that really 
brought us together. Our 
commonalities and shared 
challenges brought us 
together. 

The Walton family foundation 
as the funding sponsor, this 
should be conversation with 
them about what they are 
doing. Moving forward there 
should be more of an outlook 
on how best to engage 
people and also start doing 
internal fundraising within our 
community to make this a 
sustainable movement. 

I thought it was a 
great time for us 
who are interested 
to learn how to 
make a difference 
in this political 
climate to come 
together. I loved 
the structure of the 
conference, of 
allowing us to be in 
big groups and 
them smaller ones. 

Highlighting the political 
leadership work of 
Latinx folks locally gave 
me a lot of hope amidst 
the national narrative 
trying to write our 
stories for us. 

I liked the variety of speakers and 
the content of the presentations. 
The location was great. I also loved 
the food served. Lastly, I loved that 
the photographers, videographers 
and caterers were latinx. 

Great and inspiring speakers! I loved the 
firestarters with elected leaders segment where 
everyone shared their story and ended with "this is 
how I amplify". Loved loved loved this! Food was 
excellent, location was excellent. 

I wish the 
organizers had had 
less speakers 
scheduled in the 
morning. The 
firestarters were 
great, but maybe 
one less speaker 
prior and 1-2 less 
firestarters would 
have provided Maria 
Hinojosa with the 
time for her to 
speak to 
participants. 

More comments can 
be read here.



OUR 
PARTNERS 

#AMPLIFYLATINX 
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We welcomed over 70 community partner organizations who helped 
promote the Conference and support the launch of the Amplify Latinx 
Initiative.



OUR  
SPONSORS 

#AMPLIFYLATINX 



12 We are grateful to all of our Sponsors who supported the Conference. 
We have raised approximately $90,000 to date for the Amplify Latinx 
initiative allowing us to fund our 2017 launch year

#AMPLIFYLATINX 
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ATTENDEES 

Attendees
We welcomed over 270 attendees throughout the Conference, 

representing Latino elected officials, civic, non-profit and 
business leaders, and students. 

270 

7
Candidates

Seven candidates currently running for office attended – Jay 
Gonzalez, Stephanie Martins, Nicole Castillo, Angelina Camacho, 

Zaida Ismatul, Gloria Pascual, Pavel Payano. 

#
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Upcoming Workshops

MOVING FROM ISSUES TO ACTION: 
TRAINING ON COMMUNITY ORGANIZING  
August 8, 2017 | 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm | Boston 
 
 
 YOUR PATH TO LEADERSHIP ROLES ON  
GOVERNMENT BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
September 28, 2017 | 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm | TBD 
 

THE OP-ED PROJECT  
WRITE TO CHANGE THE WORLD WORKSHOP 
October 27, 2017 | 9:00 am - 4:00 pm | TBD 


